Family Home Page Keeler Civil War Letters Contact Information

EDITED TRANSCRIPTION — Original file: “Letter Sept. 16th 1864 #2.tif’
Edited to enhance readability. Added notes are fifalicized-bracketed).
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Quartermasters Office Supply Train

2" Division 23™ Army Corps

Decatur, Georgia, /Friday} September 16" 1864

Dear Wife,

| received yours of the 4™ inst yesterday and | was glad to hear that you
are well and that Frankie is better of her cold. | am well as usual and nothing
new has transpired here. Everything is quiet except my mules which act as
though they would like to kick each other to death. They begin to feel pretty well
since they have rested a few days. Enough about mules. | suppose that you do
not care anything about them, if they are our long-eared fellow soldiers and an
animal that an army could not move without. You say that you have to keep fire
all the time to keep warm and
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wonder if | suffer with cold. Far from it yet we do not suffer with heat. The
weather is very mild at present. The days are warm but not so excessively hot
and the nights are cool and pleasant and | sleep comfortable in a single blanket,
yet | would like to have a bed fellow as | sleep all alone. | received several letters
lately, one from Sarah Keeler my sister, and from Father, Sant, & Frank. | have
got to answer them soon. | am going to try and get home this fall and | believe
that | can, for | am going to make a big effort. | think | am entitled to a leave of
absence, for | have been on duty every day since | was home before. The
regiment would veteran if they could go home this month, but that will not be
allowed so we will not veteran quite so much. The regiments that has permission
to reenlist cannot get their furloughs, so they will not reenlist. | suppose that | will
soon receive another commission as 1 Lieutenant
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and | think that it best for me to accept of it. If | do | stand as good a chance of
getting out when the regiment does as | do now. Frank tells me to direct my
letters to him at Saginaw /A//}. | suppose he is home now. You say they had a
great time there over the nomination of /Genera/ George Brintorn} McClellan for
President. Well, all | have got to say is if they want peace so bad let them come
now and put a shoulder to the wheel, reinforce /General/ Ulysses S.} Grant, and
give us a little more help now while we have the thing going and we will soon
have peace, and peace that we will not have to fight for again either. The
cowardly villains want peace that would disgrace the brave soldiers now in the
field who have risked their lives on the battlefield hundreds of times; peace at the
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terms of a foe that we can and have beaten from the Ohio River to the very
center of Georgia. Imagine the feelings
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the men of this army at the attempts of those craven-hearted cowards to rob
them of the honor that they have so faithfully wen and honestly won on the
bloody fields from Kentucky to the Gate City of the Confederacy (as Atlanta /GA/
is called). We have more contempt for them than for the foe before us. | hope
that if they vote for McClellan they will get their dues; that is, a piece of rope and
be made to dance on nothing. Write soon and | will write again Sunday if | am
not away from camp. My respects to all and believe me. As ever,

Your Affectionate Husband,

D. D. Keeler
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